
Mini-Minyan 
The Little Minyan’s Sunday School 
Registration for 2011-2012
PRINT THE FOLLOWING:

Child(ren)’s Last Name: _________________________________________________________                     
Primary Care-giver (Last Name): ________________________________________________                  
(First Name): _____________________________________

Home Phone: ________________                 Cell Phone: _____________                    _ 

Home Address: _________________________________________                                                ___

E- Mail: ____________________________________________

Best Way to Contact Care-giver________________________________

Emergency Contact if primary caregiver cannot be reached:

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Relationship: ___________________________________ Phone: ____________________

Cell Phone:______________________________________

COMPLETE FOR EACH CHILD BEING REGISTERED:
1. Name (Last): ______________________ (First): ______________________ M ____ F _____

Birth date: ___/___/___

Grade as of September 2011: ___ School: ______________________________ 

School District: _____________________________________________

Interests: ______________________________________

Hebrew Level: __________________________________

Allergies: ______________________________________ 

Please list any special learning or medical needs that are relevant for a teacher working with this child: _________________________________________________________________________

2. Name (Last): ______________________ (First): __________________________ M ____ F ____

Birth date: ___/___/___

Grade as of September 2011: ___ School: ______________________________

School District: _____________________________________________

Interests: ______________________________________

Hebrew Level: __________________________________

Allergies: ______________________________________ 

Please list any special learning or medical needs that are relevant for a teacher working with this child: _________________________________________________________________________

Please add additional pages if enrolling more than two students/family unit.

GROUPS and MEETING SPACES:
The Mini- Minyan currently has three groups.  Two groups are actively taught: group Aleph for children ages 4-8 and group Bet for children 8-12.  Aleph and Bet meet 9:30am- noon every Sunday morning except the fifth Sunday of each month.  We meet in the lower hall of the Upper Arlington Covenant Presbyterian Church, located at 2070 Ridgecliff Road.

For 2011-2012 this would be the following dates: 9/11, 9/18, 9/25 (apple picking at Legend Hills), 10/9, 10/16, 10/23, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 1/8/12, 1/15, 1/22, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1, 4/15, 4/22, 5/6, 5/13, 5/20, 5/27, 6/3 and celebration picnic 6/10.

In addition, we have a Minyan Tot group for children under the age five.  Every first and third Sunday, we have a special space set up with toys (and coffee) for Minyanites and their wee ones.  It is open to all Minyan members or those interested in the Little Minyan.  It is a great way to let the young play, especially in the colder months, and to catch with friends.  This also meets in the lower hall of the UA church, at 9:30am.

STRUCTURE:
Each Sunday at 9:30, before our school community disperses into group activities, the students and their families celebrate Havdallah together with singing, prayers, and some delicious Challah.  Then the school divides up into their respective classrooms.  Each class meets for an hour or so and then breaks for either a breath of fresh air outside or some playtime with the tots in the play area.  Generally in the second half of the morning, group Aleph engages in a tactile activity followed by a story or synthesis of what they had worked on that day.  Group Bet, in the second half, either breaks into project groups or works together on a project and closes their morning with an appropriate Jewish Tale.

Our Judaic studies and Hebrew classes have been incorporated into one another, to provide fluidity to the students’ lessons and a consistency in the students’ knowledge bases.  In addition, this year the students in group Bet will help lead one Shabbat service during the class calendar year.  Students in both Aleph and Bet are asked to attend one service per month, Kabbalat Shabbat, Saturday morning services, or holiday services.  Also new this year, group Bet will begin service (Tzedakah) projects in their communities.  The students will get to choose which projects they are most interested in.

FOCUS:

The Mini-Minyan always uses the natural cycle of Jewish Life as a framework for our classes and incorporates an understanding of the Parsha haShavuah and Shabbat Morning service; but this is augmented with additional running themes for each year that varies each year.  This year both our groups will add on the topics of Jewish Heroes and Israeli history.  

Group Aleph, our younger group, will learn about biblical heroes who demonstrate Jewish values or ethical behavior.  They will learn about Israeli cities as they correspond to Israeli history.  This is building on work they have done this year and a wonderful program called ‘Passport to Israel’.

Group Bet will focus on modern day Jewish Heroes, including Abraham Joshua Heschel, Sandy Koufax, Hannah Senesh, Steven Spielberg and more.  They will also study Israeli history but include units on Israeli kibbutzim and the Israeli political system.

INSTRUCTORS:
We are incredibly lucky to have three amazing instructors for the Mini-Minyan.  This is the secret to our success.  Instruction will be provided by Rabbi Wendy Unger, Ms. Jessica Shimberg Lind (a student Cantor) and Mr. Jesse Fuhrman, a Montesorri inducted teacher who is a graduate student at OSU.   There is a lot of shared teaching and communal learning that occurs within the Mini-Minyan between our three groups, our teachers and our families.

Our learning also extends beyond the classroom and includes the larger Little Minyan community as often as we can.  As a part of our school year we also have our yearly apple picking trip, community High Holiday celebrations, bonfire and Sukkot celebration, T’u Beshevat Seder, Community Passover seder and many other events.  

PARENT ORIENTATION:
This year to help parents support their student’s learning and Jewish experience, we will have a parent orientation on September 11th at 9:45am.  We will meet right after the shared Havdallah and students move into their groups for the morning.  We will discuss the expectations for students and the families during the year.  This will include organizing which Shabbat services each student will help lead and starting our Tzedakah projects.  We will organize some of the events for the coming year and find out some information about our families.  

TUITION and FEES for 2011-2012:
500$/child for members*

815$/child for non-members

250$/child for members for each additional child after the first two children in a family unit

Tuition and registration due by September 11th 

Late tuition fees (provided after September 11th):

550$/ child for members

896.50/ child for non-members

Any concerns or questions about tuition contact Joshua Hawley (hawley.josh@gmail.com) or Eric Anderman (Eanderman@ehe.osu.edu).  Please send registration and tuition to Josh Hawley at 5781 Crescent Court, Worthington, OH, 43085.  

*For Little Minyan members in need of financial assistance we have scholarships available, don’t hesitate to contact Emia Oppenheim at 267-5974 before August 1st.

Statement of philosophy for the Mini-Minyan, which guides our teacher’s lessons and our program’s flavor.

The Mini-Minyan provides Jewish education for children of our membership and for other interested youth.  Our goal is to create an environment in which our children and adolescents learn to value Jewish heritage.  Educational tasks are designed so that students learn to connect their knowledge about Judaism with (a) history, (b) the natural world, and (c) community. Instruction is provided in a developmentally appropriate manner. Although educational activities are provided for youth within the unique setting of the Little Minyan Sunday school, the education of our youth is integrated across numerous other Little Minyan activities, so that education is treated as a broad aspect of Jewish life.  Particular emphasis is placed on developing students' valuing of their heritage, and on developing students' beliefs in their own unique abilities.

 “The Little Minyan” Guiding Principals: 
·  The Little Minyan provides a spiritual home for individuals and families seeking active participation in Jewish community life.
· We seek to create meaningful experiences that connect us with the divine sparks in our daily lives and the life of our community. We see the need and the opportunity to build a vibrant 21st century Jewish community through innovative and interactive approaches to prayer, learning, and social action.
· Understanding that our children learn from the example of our lives, we foster our children's involvement in Jewish life through intergenerational ritual, educational, and community activities that are both enjoyable and dynamic.
· In recognition that sacred time enriches our lives, we share celebrations of Shabbat, Jewish holidays, and life cycle events in our homes and as a community.
· We engage in lifelong learning of Torah, commentaries, and Jewish history because they empower us to participate fully in the life of this Jewish community and offer a spiritual and intellectual foundation for responding to the challenges of our time. 
· The Little Minyan strives to make a difference in the world through Tikkun Olam (mending the world), a concept that integrates personal growth with an active commitment to social justice and environmental responsibility.
· We assume a collective responsibility to ensure that every person is valued and treated with respect. We are inclusive, welcoming people with diverse life experiences and backgrounds. Our commitment is further reflected in our use of gender-neutral language, egalitarian decision-making processes, and recognition for members' participation without regard to their ability to contribute financially. 
 

